A brief methodological comment on possible inaccuracies induced by multimodal measurement analysis and reporting.
The use of multiple response system measurement adds an important dimension to behavioral medicine research. However, multiple measurement can result in problems in both analyzing and reporting outcome data. Problems in analysis include the increasing of chance findings as the measurement number increases. Problems in reporting include a blurring of response categories when general labels are used, a biased emphasis on the minority of variables showing experimental differences, and a misleading tendency to base comparative conclusions on general labels which do not accurately represent all data measured. Some examples of these problems from methodologically sound studies are described and alternative ways of dealing with the findings from multiple measurements are suggested.